
 

"THE MISSION OF HIGH MOUNT SCHOOL IS TO  

EMPOWER STUDENTS TO BE THEIR BEST!” 
 

BELIEF STATEMENTS 
 

 WE BELIEVE… 

…DECISIONS SHOULD ALWAYS BE MADE IN THE BEST 

INTEREST OF THE CHILD. 

…THE DISTRICT SHOULD PROVIDE A SAFE AND HEALTHY 

ENVIRONMENT FOR EVERYONE. 

…IN PROVIDING A TOP-NOTCH COMPREHENSIVE 

CURRICULUM. 

…PARTNERSHIPS WITH PARENTS PROMOTE STUDENT 

SUCCESS. 

…IN THE VALUE OF COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS. 

…PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROMOTES STUDENT 

SUCCESS. 

…IN MODELING CHARACTER EDUCATION WHICH PROMOTES 

ETHICAL BEHAVIOR AND GOOD CITIZENSHIP. 

…IN THE VALUE OF CIVIC DUTY. 

…IN FINANCIAL STABILITY AND SOUND FISCAL MANAGEMENT. 

…IN KEEPING PACE WITH TECHNOLOGY. 

…IN THE VALUE OF EXTRA CURRICULAR OFFERINGS. 

…ALL STUDENTS SHOULD HAVE A SENSE OF BELONGING. 

…HIGH MOUNT SCHOOL PROVIDES THE ENVIRONMENT 

WHERE EVERY CHILD CAN LEARN. 
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HIGH MOUNT SCHOOL DISTRICT #116 BOARD /ADMINISTRATION 

 

Name:     Title: 

Robert “Dusty” Cole   President 

Ray Gotsch     Vice President 

Lorraine Cange    Member 

Debra Wolf     Member 

Jason Karstens    Member 

Shirla Ellis     Member 

Javis Taylor     Member 

Michael Brink    Superintendent 

Darin Loepker    Principal 

Marilyn Rossi    Treasurer 

 

The following is a schedule of meeting dates for the High Mount School District 
116 Board of Education for the 2011-2012 school year. All meetings are held on 
the third Monday of the month unless indicated otherwise.  All meetings begin at 
6:30 p.m. and are held in the Boardroom at High Mount School. 

August 15, 2011 

September 19, 2011 

October 17, 2011 

November 21, 2011 

December 19, 2011 

January 17, 2012 (Tuesday) 

February 21, 2012 (Tuesday) 

March 19, 2012 

April 16, 2012 

May 21, 2012 

June 18, 2012 
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BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PRICES 

   2011-2012 

 

REGULAR PRICES    REDUCED PRICES (Eligible families ONLY) 

Breakfast $1.25    Breakfast $0.30 

Lunch  $2.00    Lunch  $0.40 

Milk  $0.50    Milk  $0.50 
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ACADEMIC EXTENSION PROGRAMS 



 

Academic Advisement Program (AAP) Grades:  8th 

Instructor:  Yvette Hicks   

This Course is designed to meet the needs of our future leaders as they transition through life’s 

challenges.  It is facilitated by the school social worker.  The topics covered help students understand 

their strengths and weaknesses in order to be prepared for challenges they may encounter at school, 

home or in the community.  Groups will address topics such as self-esteem, bullying, media literacy, study 

habits, personality clashes, puberty issues, self-identity and character development.  Grades are based 

on class participation, reading assignments, journal entries, presentations and other projects.  Please 

know that parents are always welcome to preview any books and videos utilized for this class.  The main 

focus of the class is to help our children understand and deal with the realities of day-to-day life.  

Accelerated Reading  Grades:  3rd – 8th  

Instructor:  Julie Kirkland  

The Accelerated Reading program is an independent reading/comprehension curriculum that is a portion 

of your student’s reading or literature grade.  Your child’s teacher will determine the reading level and 

then students review a listing of books at level that they can choose from and then take a comprehension 

test to earn points.  Each grade level is designated a points level they are expected to reach and are 

graded on the points achieved each quarter.  Total points are tracked by the library and levels of 

achievement are rewarded.  Please visit the school’s website and the library web page for more details.   

Art     Grades:  K – 8th  

Instructor:  George Wilkerson  

Art curriculum at High Mount uses Disciplined Based Art Education (D.B.A.E) as its foundation.  D.B.A.E. 

includes art history, art criticism, aesthetics and production.  The curriculum also includes writing, daily 

sketchbooks (5
th
 – 8

th
), multi-cultural lessons, interdisciplinary studies and pop/youth cultural projects.  

Kindergarten through Grade 4 meet once a week, while 5
th
 through 8

th
 grades meet twice a week.  There 

is a K – 8 Art Show at the end of the school year, as well as various art exhibitions and contests held 

outside the school throughout the year.   

HMS Art Club is an elite group of 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade students who participate on accelerated art projects, 

visit museums and galleries, study art history, with introductions to various art occupations and work as 

the curators of the school’s annual art show.  In the past these students have had various works 

displayed at Belleville’s Art On The Square and other venues. 

Junior Achievement  Grades:  K – 8th  

Sponsor: Marsha Ernst  

The elementary school programs include six sequential themes for kindergarten through fifth-

grade students and two capstone experiences. Students learn the basic concepts of business 

and economics and how education is relevant to the workplace. The sequential activities build 

on studies from each preceding grade and prepare students for secondary school and lifelong 

learning.  Activities are facilitated by volunteers from our local business community. 
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K.A.T.A. 

K.A.T.A. (Kids-Adults-Teachers-Administrators) is a confidential student assistance program 

supporting existing programs within the school and extending to the family community.  Staff 

and students cooperate confidentially to create a safe environment offering hope to students by 

taking proactive measures to intervene with and prevent self-destructive behaviors. 

Land for Learning Grade:  6th  

(Formerly Touch of Nature) 

Sponsor:  Jim Robben  

Sixth grade students are invited to attend this 3 day camping excursion to learn and experience 

natural surroundings, wildlife conservation and ecology.  Team activities focus on helping 

others, sharing ideas, risk taking and goal setting.  Along with Mr. Robben and Mr. Loepker, 

sixth grade parents are invited to attend as chaperones for the group.  Fees for the program are 

discussed at the beginning of the school year.  The trip takes place during the month of 

September. 

Latchkey 

Contact:  Julie Burns  

All Day Latchkey Program is available for children ages 3 – 5 not currently enrolled in Pre-

Kindergarten or Kindergarten.  Pre-Kindergarten educational services are provided by certified 

staff from 8:20am to 11:00am on regular school days.  Latchkey services begin at 6:00am and 

end no later than 6:00pm.  Current rates are listed on the following page. 

Before and After School Instructional Care (B.A.S.I.C.) is available for children ages 3 – 12.  
B.A.S.I.C. program services begin the first day of school and continue each day school is in 
session.  Morning services begin at 6:00am and end at 8:00am.  Evening services begin after 
school and end at 6:00pm. 

 
Summer Latchkey is also offered during the months of June, July and August while school is 
not in session.  It is a summer camp atmosphere with breakfast and lunch included.  Service 
times are from 6:00am to 6:00pm.  Additional information about the summer program is usually 
sent home in April. 
 
 

Library Pre-K – 8th  
 
Instructor:  Julie Kirkland Laura Wolf 
 
All students in grades K-8 attend library classes once per week.  The classes include time to 
check out books, learn information literacy, basic computer instruction, and reading time.  Pre-K 
students also visit the library once per week for story time and to check out books.  The 
computer lab is available for students attending library class or for individual classroom teachers 
to use with their students.  The lab consists of 28 computers and a Smartboard. 
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Mad Science Grades:  1st -6th  

Contact:  Darin Loepker  

Mad Science is an after-school enrichment program for students in grades 1-6.  The students 

participate in 8 lessons that feature hands-on experiments.  This program is geared towards 

making science fun while learning at the same time.  The sessions are held in the Science Lab 

and they take place during the first semester of each school year. 

Music   Grades:  K – 8th 

Instructor:  Corynn Wheelan   

General Music Classes are taught once per week to students in grades K-6.  The classes are 

designed to teach the students about the history of music and to establish an appreciation and 

interest for music.  The classes are also designed to help prepare the students for band and 

choir.  The students have the opportunity to perform at various concerts, assemblies, and 

performances throughout the year. 

Beginning Band is offered to 5th grade students.  Rehearsals take place twice weekly with 

each student receiving a 15 minute private lesson weekly.  Concert participation is required.  

Grades are based on lesson, rehearsal and concert participation. 

Concert Band is offered to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.  Beginning Band or the equivalent is 

a prerequisite. The group meets daily for rehearsals and once a week for a sectional.  Concert 

participation is required.  Grades are based on sectional attendance, rehearsal and concert 

participation. 

Chorus is an elective class offered to 7th and 8th grade students.  Participation is for one 

semester and students do receive a grade for this course.  Grades are based on lesson, 

rehearsal and concert participation. 

District Solo & Ensemble Contest takes place in the spring of each school year.  Participation 

is mandatory for 5th and 6th grade band students.  All music students are encouraged to 

participate. 

National Junior Honor Society Grades: 7th & 8th 

Sponsor:  Stephanie Bontemps 

The National Junior Honor Society was established at High Mount School in 2006 and is 

sponsored by Mrs. Stephanie Bontemps.  The NJHS is offered to students in grades 7 and 8.  

High Mount’s chapter is named for Terry Pensoneau, who was a student and a teacher at our 

school.  Mr. Pensoneau died in 1968 in Vietnam.  Our local chapter was named in his honor at 

the request of our students. 

Students who aspire to become members of the NJHS must meet criteria in the areas of 

academics, citizenship, and volunteer hours. 
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Physical Education  Grades:  K – 8th  

Instructor:  Classroom Teachers 

Each homeroom participates in Physical Education classes throughout the week. Healthy 

lifestyles, teamwork, and life-long activities are emphasized in the physical education classes.  

The overall time requirements for PE will be split between recess and gym time. 

Pre-Kindergarten 

Instructor:  Tonna Smith  

Pre-kindergarten services are available to children ages 3 -5.  Prescreening takes place in the 

Spring for the following Fall.  The purpose of this program is to harvest a child’s social, physical, 

emotional and cognitive development in preparation for kindergarten while assessing and 

addressing each child’s individual needs.  Classes meet 2.5 hours each school day during a 

morning or afternoon session.   

Red Ribbon Week 

Sponsor:  Joan Mentzer Student Council 

Red Ribbon Week occurs each year during October.  Student Council members meet and plan 

a week of activities for the student body in an effort to raise awareness of the dangers of drug 

and alcohol abuse.  Student Council members end the week by attending the annual Red 

Ribbon Rally held at SWIC.  Activities are aligned with the campaign promoted by the News 

Democrat and our area high schools.  

Self-Expression  Grades:  8th  

Sponsor:  Yvette Hicks  

Self Expression is a weekly group session offered to 8th grade students during study hall.  

Student attendance is voluntary.  Girls and boys meet separately on different days of the week.  

The purpose of the program is to provide an environment in which students can freely express 

themselves while communicating with same gender peers.  In addition, the program is designed 

to promote character development in the following areas:  natural charisma, leadership, 

cooperation with and support of others, open-minded thinking – speaking – listening techniques, 

freedom to express individual thinking without doubt, embarrassment or self-consciousness, 

while also appreciating and respecting others views and opinions. 

Spelling Bee  Grade:  7th – 8th  

Contact:  Darin Loepker 

The Belle-Fair Conference Spelling Bee is held each March.  High Mount School has been host 

to the Bee for the past 5 years.  All schools in the conference are invited to send a team of four 

students to participate.  Awards are based on team performance, as well as individual 

accomplishment. 
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Study Skills  Grades:  7th – 8th  

Instructor:  Julie Kirkland 

Study Skills classes are offered as elective classes to students in grades 7 and 8.  These 

classes focus on computer skills, appropriate study habits and techniques, research methods, 

etc.  The Study Skills classes meet once per week in the library. 

Remedial Math & Reading Grades:  K – 8th  

High Mount School offers remediation help for students who are struggling in the areas of 

reading and math.  The students are chosen for these programs based on standardized test 

scores, grades, and teacher recommendations.  Class sizes are limited to 6 students per 

session to ensure individual needs are being addressed.  The following is a breakdown of 

services currently offered: 

Janet Bauer  Grades K-2 reading and math 

Marsha Ernst  Grades 3-8 reading 

Karen Hand  Grades 3-8 math  

Gifted/Enrichment  Grades: 3rd-8th  

Instructor:  Karen Hand 

High Mount School offers a formal gifted program throughout the week.  Students are chosen to 

participate based on grades, test scores, and teacher recommendations.  The program offers 

special projects/topics as well as extension learning from regular classes. 

 

 

SPORTS PROGRAMS  

High Mount School is a member of the Belle-Fair Conference. The conference includes the 

following school districts: 

Belle Valley Dist. 119    Pontiac Dist. 105 
Belleville Dist. 118    Shiloh Dist. 85 
Central O’Fallon Dist. 104   Signal Hill Dist. 181 
Grant-Illini Dist. 110    Whiteside Dist. 115 
Harmony-Emge Dist. 175   Wolf Branch Dist. 113 
High Mount Dist. 116 
 

High Mount Sports are designed to provide the students with a disciplined and competitive 
environment that allows for the acquisition of skills and the furtherance of the educational 
process. 
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Overview of Requirements:  Current physical examination on file, proof of health insurance, 

participation in one physical activity at a time, complete registration materials and book fees 

paid or waived, maintain 3.0 GPA with no F’s.   

Eligibility for these activities may be terminated as a result of poor academic performance or 

misconduct. 

Boys Baseball Grades:  5th – 8th 

Coach:  Jim Munden  

Tryouts are in early August.  The season runs August through late September.  High Mount’s 

home field is Mel Price Park.  Parents are responsible for transportation to and from sporting 

events. 

Co-ed Soccer Grades:  5th – 8th 

Coach:  Jim Robben  

Tryouts are in early August.  The season runs August through late September.  High Mount’s 

home field is Mel Price Park.  Parents are responsible for transportation to and from sporting 

events. 

Girl’s Softball Grades:  5th – 8th 

Coach:  Sara Hedrick  

Tryouts are in early August.  The season runs August through late September.  High Mount’s 

home field is Mel Price Park.  Parents are responsible for transportation to and from sporting 

events. 

Girl’s Volleyball  Grades:  5th – 8th  

Coach:  Adrienne Wiemerslage A-Team  Grades:  7th – 8th  

Coach:  Sara Hedrick   B-Team Grades:  5th – 6th 

Tryouts take place in October.  The season runs through early January.  Parents are 

responsible for transportation to and from sporting events. 

Boys Basketball Grades: 5th – 8th  

Coach:  Jim Munden   A-Team  Grades:  7th – 8th  

Coach:  Jim Robben   B-Team Grades:  5th – 7th 

Tryouts take place in October.  The season runs through early January.  Parents are 

responsible for transportation to and from sporting events. 
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Cheerleading Girls - Grades:  5th – 8th 

Coach:  Karen Hand  

Tryouts take place in early October.  The season runs through early January.  The squad 

performs at the Boys Basketball games.  The purpose of this team is to promote school spirit.  

Parents are responsible for transportation to and from sporting events. 

Girls Basketball  Grades:  5th – 8th 

Coach:  Jim Robben  A-Team Grades:  8th 

Coach:  TBD   B-Team Grades: 5th – 8th 

Tryouts take place in early January.  The season runs through March.  Parents are responsible 

for transportation to and from sporting events. 

Dance Team Girls – Grades:  5th – 8th 

Coach:  Kelly Maher 

Tryouts are held in early January.  The season runs through March.  The team performs at the 

Girl’s Basketball home games.  The purpose of this team is to promote school spirit.  Parents 

are responsible for transportation to and from sporting events. 

Youth Sports Camps 

Throughout the school year and during the summer various coaches/sponsors organize sport 

camps for our students including the primary grade students.  The camps are designed to teach 

fundamental skills and develop sportsmanship.  Information on sport camp offerings will be sent 

home with your child. 

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS & ACTIVITIES 

Academic teams are organized and participate in the Belle-Fair Conference. 

High Mount extra-curricular programs are designed to provide the students with a disciplined 

and competitive environment that allows for the acquisition of skills and the furtherance of the 

educational process.  Eligibility for these activities may be terminated as a result of poor 

academic performance or misconduct. 

Art Club Grades:  7th & 8th  

Sponsor:  George Wilkerson  

The art club is an elite group of 7th and 8th grade students who participate on accelerated art 

projects, visit museums and galleries, study art history, with introductions to various art 

occupations and serve as the curators of the school’s annual art show.  In the past these 

students have had various works displayed at Belleville’s Art On The Square and other venues. 
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Boy Scouts – Cub Scouts 

Sponsor:  Mike Biver (Okaw Valley Council) 

Phone:  618-234-9111 

Boy Scouts is available to boys ages 11-17.  Leadership, team work, self-reliance, good 

decision making and the opportunity to develop life-long friendships is the emphasis of this 

program. 

Cub Scouts is available to boys in grades 1st – 5th.  They participate in family centered activities.   

Both programs are facilitated through the Okaw Valley Council of the Boy Scouts of America. 

Please contact Mr. Biver for additional information. 

Chess Team Grades:  5th – 8th  

Sponsor: Kristen Clapper 

Tryouts take place during January.  Practices are generally scheduled before school or during 

lunch recess.  Meets take place at Belleville East or West during February and March. 

Computer Cleaners Grades:  7th – 8th   

Sponsor:  Julie Kirkland  

Students sign up at the beginning of the year and select which quarter they wish to work.  

Students work in teams of 2 to 4 to assist in cleaning school computers a minimum of one time 

per week during recess or study hall.  Participants are recognized during the end of year awards 

assembly. 

Healthy Morning Strollers Walking Club All Grades 

Sponsor:  HMS PTC  Chair:  Angie Downard 

This activity was created in an effort to give students of every age an opportunity to participate 
in a healthy activity while promoting healthy lifestyle choices through physical activity.  Students 
walk before school with staff and parent volunteers.   Individual mileage is recorded and 
recognition awards are earned for reaching “milestones”. 

Just Desserts Book Club Grades:  2nd – 8th  

Sponsor:  Julie Kirkland  

This program is organized into groups that purchase and read books which are pre-selected 
according to reading level.  Student groups meet throughout the year and enjoy dessert while 
they share and converse their insights and personal synopsis of the selected books. 
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Math Team Grades:  6th – 8th  

Sponsors:  Karen Jansen and Casey Bassler 

The Math Team engages students in creative approaches to learning mathematics and helps to 
create tomorrow’s problem solvers in all areas of society.  The students participate in math 
contests such as the Belleville West Math Conference held at the end of September and Math 
Counts held in February at Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville.  Practice meetings are 
set as student’s schedules allow, usually during lunch recess.   

Recycling  Grades:  7th – 8th  

Sponsor:  Jackie Brenner  

Recycling and the environment are focal points of science units at this grade level.  Students 
participate in collecting and recycling various items such as cellular phones, ink cartridges, 
clothing and paper products.  Students are responsible for collecting recyclable paper 
throughout the school on a weekly basis.  Paper and clothing recycling bins are located on the 
school parking lot to encourage community participation.  Funds received from all the recycled 
items go back into our school to provide additional equipment and services for our students. 

Please deposit recyclable items into the bins provided.  We encourage you and your family to 
send in old cell phones & ink cartridges for inclusion in our efforts. 

Sponsor: HMS PTC 

PTC conducts quarterly Aluminum Can Drives in conjunction with the Market Day schedule.  
Notices of Aluminum Drives will be sent home with your child.  Please collect aluminum cans 
throughout the year & turn them in curbside on the drive dates.  Your participation helps to fund 
the many programs that PTC sponsors for our students & families. 

Scholar Bowl Grades: 7th – 8th  

Sponsor:  Emily Knowlton  

Students are selected by their teacher and the coach to participate in this academic team 
competition.  Practices take place after school for one hour Monday, Tuesday & Thursday.  
Matches take place after school on Wednesdays.  The season takes place January through 
March. 

Student Council  Grades:  6th – 8th 

Sponsor:  Joan Mentzer  

The purpose of Student Council is to maintain a connection between administration and the 

student body.  Student leaders share ideas, interests and concerns with teachers and the 

principal.  They participate in fundraising for school-wide projects, perform community service, 

organize the Red Ribbon Week activities, Spirit Week activities, Teacher Appreciation Day, 

Junior High Dances and provide support to Needy Families.  Student Council promotes 

cooperation, respect, responsibility and the importance of giving back to your community.  

Students must maintain acceptable academic standards to participate. 
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Student Newspaper Grades:  7th  – 8th 

Sponsor:  TBA 

This program is designed to encourage and broaden students writing abilities and interests by 

developing skills as reporters, writers and editors of our school newspaper.  Students keep our 

school up-to-date with HMS latest and greatest events.  Articles feature information and stories 

relating to High Mount students, staff and activities, as well as creative writing selections. 

Teens Against Tobacco Use (TATU) Grades:  7th – 8th 

Sponsor:  Yvette Hicks  

The purpose of this student facilitated program is to educate other students on the harmful 

effects of tobacco use.  Students expose tobacco companies’ tactics through plays, 

presentations and other venues.  Members must maintain academic standards and possess 

leadership qualities to participate. 

Visionary Club  Grades:  7th – 8th  

(Formerly Jr. Optimists) 

Sponsors:  Jackie Brenner          Julie Kirkland  

This service club provides students the opportunity to promote character and citizenship.  
Students volunteer to assist residents of local care centers for the elderly and handicapped 
adults.  Other service opportunities include; serving breakfast to the homeless, assisting 
participants at Special Olympics events, as well as community cleanup efforts. 

 

Yearbook   Grades:  7th – 8th  

Sponsors:  Kelly Maher       Stephanie Bontemps  

Student members of the yearbook committee work all year to help compile the school’s 
yearbook.  Students participate in design choices, photography, editing and assist with schedule 
organization of picture days.  Members meet occasionally on Saturdays to organize their ideas. 

 

PARENT ORGANIZATIONS 
 

HMS PTC 
High Mount School Parent Teacher Club 

 
The objective of this organization shall be to:  1) offer parents opportunities to 
volunteer cooperatively with teachers and administrators of High Mount School; 
2) provide programs that integrate families into school and community service; 3) 
promote social and learning experiences for our children and their families; 4) 
provide the means to support programs that will improve our school environment 
and our community. 
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HMS PTC meets the second Monday of each month; September through May at 

7:00pm in the school cafeteria.  If Monday is a holiday, the meeting will take place 

that Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional information, contact the school office. 

 

HMS SPORTS BOOSTERS 

Contact:  John Hand  Phone:  618-257-0634 

The Sports Boosters is a parent/teacher organization that supports the school’s athletics and 

physical education department.  The goal of the organization is to provide additional support 

and funding for team uniforms, equipment, awards and other athletic related supplies not 

covered by the district budget.  Sports Boosters sponsors several activities throughout the 

school year including:  Spirit Wear sales, Crazy Bowl, concessions during winter sporting 

events, the HMS Girls Blizzard Basketball Tournament and Pack the Gym night.  Meetings are 

generally held monthly and listed on the monthly calendars.  All parents and staff are welcome 

to attend meetings and participate in our efforts. 
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HMS PTC Programs 

Room Parents & Class Party Fund 

Healthy Morning Strollers Walking Club 

Current Event Periodicals (Grades K -6)  

Families In Need Fund 

Fall Festival 

Freedom Farm Hayride 

Decorate the School for the Holidays 

Santa’s Sleigh Food & Gift Card Drive 

Scholastic Book Fairs 

Family Movie Nights 

Test Week Snacks 

Teacher Appreciation 

Firemen’s Picnic Tickets Sales 

HMS PTC Fundraising  

Fall & Spring Fundraisers 

Market Day 

(www.marketday.com) 

 

Aluminum Recycling 

Box Tops 4 Education 

(www.boxtops4education.com) 

 

Campbell’s Labels for Education 

(www.labelsforeducation.com) 

 

Papa John’s Pizza Nights 

Schnucks , Target & On-Line eScrip 

(www.escrip.com) 

 

Tyson Project A+ 

(www.tyson.com) 

 

Microsoft & Scholastic’s Search and Give 

(www.searchandgive.com) 

 



 

FAMILY EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Book Fairs 

Sponsor:  HMS PTC 

Scholastic Book Fairs are scheduled twice during the school year and depend on parent 

volunteer efforts.  Proceeds from the book fair sales benefit our school by providing books and 

equipment for our library and classrooms. 

Fall Festival 

Sponsor:  HMS PTC 

Fall Festival is held each September at Mel Price Park.  It is a family event with a carnival 

atmosphere.  Each classroom sponsors an activity or skill game, charging a nominal fee and 

awarding prizes to participants.  Prizes are donated by parents and local businesses.  The 

money raised at this event is used to fund extra activities or supplies needed for the classrooms.  

This event is successful with the help of parent volunteers. 

Family Movie Nights 

Sponsor:  HMS PTC 

During the winter months when cabin fever is at its height, bring your family out to the movies at 

High Mount.  Newly released full length feature films are presented in a family friendly 

atmosphere.  Concessions are usually available, but you are welcome to bring your own 

popcorn! 

Freedom Farm Hayride 

Sponsor:  HMS PTC 

High Mount families are treated to a hayride, food, drink & other fall related activities at the 

annual PTC hayride.  The event typically takes place in mid October at the Freedom Farm 

Legion in rural Freeburg and is free of charge for High Mount families. 

Pack the Gym 

Sponsor:  Sports Boosters 

Pack the Gym is a fun family event promoting school and community spirit.  This annual 

fundraising event includes faculty and student competitions, as well as our own Guns-N-Hoses 

basketball game featuring Swansea’s finest Police Officers vs. Firemen.  This event is usually 

held in late March. 
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Room Parents 

Sponsor:  HMS PTC 

Room Parents are organized for grades Pre-K through 4th.  This program is continually evolving 

to meet the needs of our classrooms and teachers.  PTC requests parent assistance with 

classroom holiday parties throughout the school year.  Your child’s teacher may also be 

interested in parent volunteers for other activities which may include Fall Festival, class 

activities, field trips, reading volunteers, cutting or sorting materials, etc.  Please feel free to 

contact your child’s teacher if you have a desire to volunteer.  An invitation to participate in the 

Room Parent Program will go home with your child in early September. 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

Belleville West High School 

4063 Frank Scott Parkway West 

Belleville, IL 62223 

Phone:  618-222-7500  www.bths201.org/west/ 

 

Regional Superintendent of Schools  

Brad Harriman, Reg. Supt. 

1000 South Illinois Street 

Belleville, IL 62220 

Phone:  618-825-3900  www.stclair.k12.il.us/ 

 

Village of Swansea 

Mayor Jim Rauckman 

1400 North Illinois Street 

Swansea, IL 62226 

Phone:  618-233-0044  www.swanseail.org 

Non-emergency Numbers: Police    618-233-8114 Fire     618-233-0456 

Emergency:  Dial 911     

 

Memorial Hospital    St. Elizabeth’s Hospital 

4500 Memorial Drive     211 South Third Street 

Belleville, IL 62226     Belleville, IL 62220 

Phone:  618-233-7750    Phone:  618-234-2120 
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24 HOUR EMERGENCY HOTLINES: 

Call For Help    618-397-0963 

Violence Prevention Center  618-235-0892 

Women’s Crisis Center  618-236-2531 

 

FOOD PANTRIES 

Swansea Food Pantry  618-235-4000 

Community Interfaith Food Pantry  618-233-3303 
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